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With the growing use of the Internet the publication of personal data contained in publicly available
[official] documents on the Internet has increased dramatically over the last years (e.g. court deci-
sions, public registers and other official documents).

The fact that these documents are now available electronically and globally causes new specific
risks to the privacy of the persons concerned.

The Working Group notes that the "Working Party on the protection of individuals with regard to the
processing of personal data" of Data Protection Commissioners in the European Union ("Article 29
Group") has addressed these issues extensively in their Opinion 3/99

(http://ec.europa.eu/justice home/fsj/privacy/docs/wpdocs/1999/wp20en.pdf) on Public Sector infor-
mation and the Protection of Personal Data and fully supports their findings.

Secretariat

Berliner Beauftragter fir
Datenschutz und Informationsfreiheit
An der Urania 4- 10

D-10787 Berlin

Phone +49/30/13889 0

Fax:  +49/30/215 5050

E-Mail:
IWGDPT@datenschutz-berlin.de

Internet:
http://www.berlin-privacy-group.org

The Working Group has been initiated
by Data Protection Commissioners
from different countries in order

to improve privacy and data protection
in telecommunications and media



